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Short Film Synopsis: 
 Social Justice & Sports: A Journey Between Lines is a bold 5–15 minute short 
documentary that bridges the battlegrounds of the American South with global 
arenas—from Selma to Soweto, Georgia to Geneva—tracing the legacy of athletes who 
challenged injustice through the power of sport. 

In the heat of the segregated South, sports became one of the few platforms where 
Black excellence could not be denied. From the raised fists of Tommie Smith and John 
Carlos to the quiet defiance of Black college teams in the Jim Crow era, the fight for 
justice was waged yard by yard. That same spirit echoes today in hijabi marathoners 
training at dawn in Saudi Arabia, in wheelchair racers surging across finish lines, and in 
queer Olympians walking proudly into stadiums under rainbow lights. 

The film blends archival footage, scholar insight, and emotionally rich interviews with 
athletes across generations and continents. From rural high school fields in the 
Carolinas to Cape Town soccer pitches, from Cairo schoolyards to pride-lit stadiums in 
Berlin and Rio, A Journey Between Lines reveals the deep roots and far reach of 
resistance in sport. 

Anchored by a filmed roundtable that unites athletes and thought leaders in a shared 
dialogue, the short film is both a historical meditation and a present-day manifesto. It 
connects the moral clarity of Southern civil rights struggles with today’s global 
movements for inclusion, identity, and equality. 

Because whether it’s a protest on the podium, a team that refuses to be erased, or a girl 
lacing up her cleats for the first time—every act of courage leaves a mark. Every 
movement starts with a line drawn. 

 


